Bringing the work of artists to

the community. Collect each

work & artist profile to create your very own exhibit.

Featured Artist: Doreen Huestis

In thie Pringe Edwand Iskand art commrmunity, the
narme Doreen Huestis is held in high regard as a
rispeected visua artist,

With dose to seventy years honing her skill,
Huestis, who will be eight-four this coming fall,
is &5 passionate about her art today, as she was
at a young teenager whainstinctive ly knaw that
an artist lay within. Growing up in Montrose,
wastern PEI, Huestis had no exposune toart, yet
as a teenager she sawed her money until she
could afford oll paints and canvas to express her
inner creathvity. She still has her first painting
and Is as proud of it today as she was the first
day she stood back and looked in armazement at
wiat sha had crgabed on the Canvas.

In the early 19505 Huestis went onto Prince of
Wales College In Charlottetown to get her
teachers license and to her delight found that
an art course was offered as part of the
prograrm, The instructor, Eleanor Lowe
immediately realized her talent and began to
give her extra imstructional time. When she
complated the program Huestis branched out
an her own, but knew that without guidance
she was repeating her mistakes, so she teamed
up with artist Ardis DesBorough who assisted
her with perspective. Her big inspiration came
in the person of Doctor Georgie Read Barton.
Barton, who grew up on the Island and pursued
& visual art canger in New York, came home to
the Island for the summers. One year she
#stablished the Surmmerside Ar Club, now the
aldest arl club n the provinge and began to
teach. For Huestis it was a dream come tree to
be able to study under such an accomplished
artist with such knowledge of perspective and
colowr, She thrived under the tutelage. “1 was
learning from the best and it was empowering.
We wentouton field trigs and | discovered how
miuch more enriching and different it is to paint
on location than from a photograph. Barton's
knowledge of colour was so inspiring.”

Right from the beginning, Huestis" chosen
subject matter was wildife and has abways
remained her preference. & painting of Canada
geesa hung in a gallery will mo doubt reveal
Huestis a5 the artist. Realsm is her chosen form
of expression and her horses, cattle, sheep, and
various birds such as blue jays and finches,
appear as though they could walk or fly from
the canvas. She also does beautiful ocean
scapesand still-life, Qi has always remained her
preferred medium although she has worked in
watercolour. |

Huestis' husband Lowell is a carver and the two
hawe spent countless howrs working side by side
on their indwidual pleces Iinspiring and
encouraging each other, Huestis says, “We have

Wyalt Herilage Properties Ing. would like to thank the folkowing for making Aris in Mofion Fossible

Doreen Huestis:Painter
Huestis" husband Lowell is a carver and the two
hawve spent countless hours working side by side

on their mdividual pieces inspiring and
encouraging each other. Huestis says, "We have
had a wonderful time together over the span of
numerous decades,” Huestis was often asked to
teach art, but declined in her preference to
devote her time to painting, but she has advice
for those who might like to paint, “ say
everyong has the ability or talent to be a
padrter, but they must have the passion and the
desire to immerse themsehes in it and stick
with it. That is what it takes.”

Huestis has sold her works throughout Canada,
the United States, Europe, Australia, and Japan.
Cne of her painting was presented to the Duke
and Duchess of York. As Lowell puts it, "She gets
around.” Due to family commitments Huestis
lately has not painted as extensively as she
would ke and finds it difficult to not be able to
devote the howrs she would wish to her work.
But she will demonstrate for Arts in Motion on
July 26 and at Eptek on August 10", She is firm
in her assertion that painting will remain a part
of her life for a kong time to come for it has
brought such joy.
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For more information
please contact:

432-1298



