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Featured Artist: Spencer Phillios

By the tima he was fiwe, Spancar Phillips knew
ke was interestad in the world of rusic. That
perhaps was not unusual corsidering he was
born into a family of talented wocal and instru-
rmental musicians. He immediately began to
take plano lessons from his uncle, Car Phillips
of Arlington, a well-known piano and woice
teacher and performer. For eight years, Phillips
took lessons and dutfully practiced before turm-
ing his attention to guitar. He couldn’t’ help but
be influsnced by his cousin, lames Phillips, who
is considerad one of Prince Edward Island’s fin-
est guitar players, and his older brothar Mark,
who generoushy sold Phillips his awn electrical
guitar at a good price. Phillips says it was great
to have three people whom he greatly admines
for their talent 1o show hirn the ropes. Singe
that time, Phillips has kept adding instrumeants
o his Ine-up He a0 plays the mandolin, the
Irigh Bourouki, the ukulele, and the hanmonica.

Early on Phillips saw hirmsel mone a5 an instru.
miental player than a singer even though he had
sung m church and school conoerts singe he was
a young child, But that all changed in the span
of a week when he was siktean His brother was
schedulad to play at the Guitar Festival baing
held in Tyne Valley with another musician who
had to drog out close to the date. Mark bribed
Fhillips with tickets 10 see Bob Dylan in conoert
in Moncton and the young rmusician suddenly
found himself on stage singing a song first
papularized by Besse Smath. Even I!hnnl.lgh Phil
lips insists that footage of the pedformance is
pretty embarrassing to look back on, the posi-
tive feedback aunched his singing caneer,

Phillips keosely labeks himself a f-n-ll::.inp_:r. alt-
haugh he hates to put & narrow definition on
himself as he likes many types of music and
daoes not want to limit what he enjovs :*rEalir'.;
or performing. He especially enjoys the work of
sangwriters ke Stan Rogers, Ron Hyned, and
larmes Keslaghan — those who hawe writien
songs that rely keavily on Canadian history and
culture,

As a teacher Phillips has had the opportunity to
teach music at several schaoks and he tries o
instill in his students an interest and love of mu-
sic. | like to teach them to open themsebhves to
the world of music and not to confine them-
sebves to a particular genre, | tell those who
might find it difficult to study music ‘that i
sormet hln,g i worthwhile it i ety hard in the
baginning, and the big thing & to beleve you
can accomplish something after you've strug-
gled with i."™

For the twenty-sewven year old musician who
plays weddings, pubs, and whatever other gigs
he can line wp, it is not about making the big
times but about enjoying the music itself. He
says, " this is as far as ry musical career goes
it is alright, because so many mportant rela-

create your very own exhibit.

Spencer Phillips:Musician

tionships have been formed and strengthensd
within my musical experiences.” This includes
his girffriend, Ellen McQuillan, a French Immer-
sion teacher and wviolinist who he often per
7 just do my best to please an au-
disnce, and it%s that much maore fun when you
know you have. It's all good.”

forms with.

Even though he s content, Phillips coes admit
1o one big musical armbition and that i to re-
lease an album with his bother. He has started
to write songs and as a student of music, is al-
hpwing himsell 1o be open to the influence of
other performers and styles, which he says
makes him a different writer every time he sits
down to compose. “Yesterday | might have
been a 19" century fisherman, while today |
may be writing from a rmore modern perspec-
tive, | do nat confine myself in the least.”

For more information
please contact:

432-1298
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